Romans (Strengthened by the Gospel)
(Week 1/18) Strengthened by the Gospel

Small Group Discussion Questions

Connect As we begin a new series, how do you think you could best prepare for it?

Warm-Up
1. Other than the good news of Jesus, what is the best good news that you have ever heard?
2. Can you think of an example of when you were eager to tell others about some good news?

Read Romans 1:1-4 and 16-17 (What is the gospel)

When was the first time that you heard the gospel? When did you believe it or first know that you did?
Who wrote the letter to the Romans? Where was the author at the time?

How did Paul feel about the Roman Christians? Why was he so keen to visit them?

What does Paul mean by ‘being set apart for the gospel of God’? Are we also set apart in the same way?
Who is the gospel message from? What (or who!) is the focus of the gospel?

What is the origin of the gospel? What are some of the roots of the gospel in the Old Testament?
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Why is Paul not ashamed of the gospel? Have you ever felt ashamed by it? Why or why not?

10. What — according to Paul — does the gospel have the power to do? What does this mean?

11. Paul uses the word ‘righteousness’ a lot in Romans! What does it actually mean?

12. How have you known the saving and transforming power of the gospel in your own life or family?
13. Who are you longing and praying to believe the gospel? How do you pray for them?

14. If someone asked you “what is the gospel?”, what would you say?

Read Romans 5-7 and 8-15 (What does the gospel produce?)

15.What does Paul say that we have also received? What type of community does the gospel create?
16.How does the gospel bring diverse people together? How can the gospel create a radical unity?
17.How can God’s love for us be a great source of strength to love others? How is this evident with Paul?

18.As a community of diverse people loved by God and called to holiness and obedience, where do you witness
the fruit of this in the life of our church? What does it mean to be called to holiness and obedience?

19.What (from verse 8 onward) does the gospel also produce? How have you known gospel strength?

20.What are the various goals of Paul’s longing to visit the Romans as soon as you can? There are at least
four aspects — try to identify them all!

21.Is there an aspect in your life right now in which you need to know the strength for the Christian life
that the gospel provides? What do you think could help you to experience this strength more?

Apply What is one rhythm in your life that helps you to daily be reminded of and rejoice in the gospel?

Pray Gracious Father, we praise you for the gospel which we can believe, be strengthened by, and which has the
power to save. Please help us to proclaim this good news and live as people set apart by you. Amen.
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Romans (Strengthened by the Gospel)
(Week 1/18) Strengthened by the Gospel

Small Group Discussion Questions

On Your Front Line this Week

When someone asks you who Jesus is, how would you answer with stories from your own life?

For Families
- Download: some of the family resources to use at home: stbartskids.org

Listen, Watch, and Read

- Listen (sermon): “The Power of the Gospel” by Tim Keller:
https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/the-power-of-the-gospel/

- Listen (sermon): “Good News for the Nations” by John Stott:
https://www.allsouls.org/Media/AllMedia.aspx?show_media=52024&show_file=58591

- Listen (sermon): “Good News starts with Bad News” by Vaughan Roberts:
https: rg/sermon -news-starts-with-bad-n #sermon

* Read (article): “Five Myths about the Book of Romans” by Brian Rosner:
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-book-of-romans/

Series Resources

- Read: ““Strengthened by the Gospel” by Brian Rosner. &

+ Read: “The Story of God Bible Commentary: Romans” by Michael Bird.
- Read: “Into the Heart of Romans” by N. T. Wright. &

* Read: “Epistle of Paul to the Romans” by F. F. Bruce. &

» Read: “The Message of Romans” by John Stott. &

+ Read: “The Epistle to the Romans” by Leon Morris. &

+ Read: “Romans 1-7 for You” by Timothy Keller.

- Watch: “Romans” by the Bible Project:
https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-romans/

= Available to borrow from the St Bart’s Library (Toowoomba): stbarts.com.au/library
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